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COLLECTORS
By Ron Grassullo
Ed Witkowski

By Henry Penas

The Fort Lauderdale Prime Gentlemen
Collectors Group was started over
seven years ago, in 2015.
For the past 2 years, because of
COVID, the group has met via Zoom.
We will start meeting again in person at
the Stonewall library on April 7 and 21
at 2:00 pm, and every month on the rst
and third Thursday at 2:00 pm. We will
continue to also use Zoom (click here),
so the sessions will be hybrid meetings.
The Collectors’ Group has evolved into
show and tell sessions. They range in
subject matter that goes from speci cs
like glass, pottery, art deco, collectible

On Sunday, March 6 we had our rst live
Membership Meeting since March of
2020. In fact, it was a hybrid meeting. We
had 51 in-person attendees and a dozen
or so attendees on Zoom. They were
broadcast on the large screen in front of
the Pride Center’s Main Hall. We could
see and hear them, and they could see
and hear us.
Thanks to the skills and determination of
Dick Huitema and Paul McNamara, all the
A/V aspects of the meeting worked
perfectly! They kept track of all the
equipment needed throughout the
meeting.
Turn to President, Page 3

Turn to ACTIVITIES, Page 3

MEMBER THOUGHTS “Letters” to the editor
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GENTLEMAN OF THE MONTH Meet a great Prime Gentleman!
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FOOD & DRINK See what’s cookin’ and where to join us for a drink
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
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Help these guys celebrate

CALENDAR

Check out all the things to do and join in!
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PHOTOS

See what we’ve been up to (Send your photos to PGSurfer@icloud.com)
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ACTIVITIES

PRESIDENT

from page 1

from page 1

paper to theme areas such as Black
Americana, family histories, eBay,
antique shows and ea markets.
As each person conducts his own show
and tell, usually there is great interaction as to the origin and value of
items plus discussion of current
interests in today’s collectible markets.
Each of us learns a great deal because
of these interactions.
We also take eld trips to places of
interest to collectors. Now that COVID
has declined, we are now organizing
several eld trips. We also share the
dates of ea-markets and antique mall
and depression glass shows with
members.
You don’t need to bring an item to
discuss. Many people attend just to
hear the information exchanged.
The Collectors Group has evolved into a
vibrant meeting of collectors’ minds. We
invite everyone who is interested to join us.

The tables were festively decorated for
Saint Patrick's Day by Carl Hill. We had a
full complement of volunteers to check
people in, set up the room, serve the food
and sell the 50/50 raf e tickets.

MEMBER THOUGHTS
If we hear from you and your message is
selected, it will be posted under this
heading. It may be edited for space and
c l a r i t y. S e n d y o u r t h o u g h t s t o :
PGSurfer@icloud.com

Many of the people who were in the Main
Hall for the meeting were very impressed
with changes and improvements at the
Pride Center. There is lots of clearly
marked parking, the new entrance to
Schubert Building is very attractive and
there was someone on duty to direct us to
the entrance to the Main Hall. The Main
Hall has new lighting, a fresh, bright paint
job and a modernized kitchen. The
bathrooms are completely new. All the
restroom facilities and xtures are "no
touch.” Hmmmm.
In many ways it felt like the last 2 years
never happened. We had our committee
reports, sang Happy Birthday to the April
Birthday Boys and feasted on all the
goodies our members brought. We even
had three guests and the 50/50 winner,
Bill Sandrick, went home with $117.
Everybody in attendance seemed happy
to be there and to reconnect with people
whom they haven't seen in a long time.
There are photos elsewhere in this issue
and in the gallery on our webpage. Please
check them out. I hope to see you all at
the April 3rd meeting.

These days, I spend a lot of time thinking about the hereafter ...
I go somewhere to get something and then wonder what I'm here after.
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Steve McCammon
November 27, 1952 - February 20,2022
F e l l o w m e m b e r, S t e v e
McCammon passed away in
February. Apparently, he died at
home and a neighbor notified
the police. He had many health
issues and lived by himself.
Steve had been a member since
July of 2013. He attended our
monthly meetings, many of our
dinners and our mixers. He

was very well traveled and
especially enjoyed cruises. He
had been a travel agent and
had begun pursuing a career in
the hospitality business.
Steve had a wicked sense of
humor and was able to laugh at
himself. He was always fun to
talk to.

Herb Slomowitz
June 20, 1928 - March 6, 2022
Member Herb Slomowitz passed
away on March 6, 2022. He was
93 years old. He had been
dealing with a number of health
issues that were exacerbated by
the isolation he experienced
during the pandemic.
Herb joined our group in
January, 2017. He was also a

long time member of SAGE.
Herb attended our monthly
Membership Meetings and
dinners when he was in town.
He was a very friendly person
and had a cheerful sense of
humor.
His funeral service was held in
New York.

Gregg Bennett
April 25, 1955 - March 11, 2022
Fellow member Gregg Bennett
passed away at HCA Florida
Westside Hospital, in Plantation as a result of a cardiac
event. He had not been feeling
well.
Gregg joined our group in May,
2016. You may recognize his
name from his ads in our Want Ads
email. One was for painting and the other
was for transportation service to and
from the airport and cruise terminals.

Gregg was raised in Vermont
and was a credit manager for a
car dealership there.
He sang with the Gay Men’s
Chorus of South Florida. He will
be remembered as the kind,
friendly and loyal friend he was.
At the time of this writing a
memorial service has not been
announced. Once that information is
available it will be sent to members.
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By Ken South
In 1953, Dwight D. Eisenhower was
inaugurated as President of the United
States and the Korean War ended. In
Russia, Joseph Stalin died. Dr. Jonas
Salk tested the polio vaccine on himself
and his family, while British physicist
Francis Crick and American biologist
James Watson discovered the structure of
human DNA. “That’s Amore” by Dean
Martin, “Your Cheatin’ Heart” by Hank
Williams and “Vaya Con Dios” by Les Paul
& Mary Ford were top songs spinning off
45 records and heard on the radio. People
ocked to the movies to see "From Here
to Eternity" starring Burt Lancaster,
Montgomery Clift
and Frank Sinatra,
which won an
Academy Award the
following year, in
1954.
And, on August
24th of that year, our
Mr. April was born in
Blue eld, WV. He
was the middle child
between an older
sister and a younger
b r o t h e r. W i t h i n 2
years the family
moved to Columbus,
Ohio. Mr. A attended
grade school, Jr. high
and Northland HS,
where he graduated

in 1971 and then enrolled at Ohio State
University, majoring in architecture.
In 1974, he became an exchange student
and attended England’s Oxford University.
He earned an advanced degree in
architecture in 1980 and moved to San
Francisco. Mr. A worked several years for
a rm that specialized in high rise building
construction. He then moved back to
Columbus to an international rm that had
contracts all over the world. So, for the
next four years, he cherished his newfound ability to travel to dozens of foreign
countries. Following his many years
working as a designer, he joined up with
The Limited, a company that provided
design services for retail businesses
like Abercrombie & Fitch, Structure and
many others, as they created and opened
new businesses.
Mr. A retired in 2017 and while he was
still living in Columbus, he became a
“snow-bird” and traveled back and forth to
Boca Raton, FL.
In his 20s, while in grad school at Ohio
State, Mr. A brought together several
friends and formed a gay softball team.
They found a gay bar to be their sponsor
and the team participated in a regional
league and came in second place their
rst year out! However, it was not without
the group experiencing intense levels of
Turn to Gentleman on the next page
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ROUNDTABLE

from the previous page

By Paul McNamara
anti-gay harassment and prejudice.

This month’s SAGE/PG sessions will be
held in the Pride Center’s Room 206 AND
on Zoom via the SAGE “dedicated link”
(click here), as a hybrid meeting. Attend
either way you like!
Monday, April 11, 2:30 PM
Toby Johnson - Your Legacy: An Open
Forum Discussion
Each of us will leave a legacy based on
the lives we have led and what we leave
behind once we have passed on. Thinking
about one’s legacy reminds us of the
thread of history we live in and which we
contribute to.
Toby will lead a discussion to help us to
consider what our legacy will be and how
to spend the time we have remaining.

Later, he was instrumental in the
formation of a gay bowling league, which
grew over the years to include 32 teams!
In 1986, Mr. A became the rst commissioner of the Columbus gay softball
league. He was inducted into the North
American Gay Amateur Athletic Alliance
(NAGAAA) Hall of Fame in 2010.
When he is in Ft. Lauderdale, he enjoys
participating in Prime Gentlemen’s
bowling teams and our local softball team.
Zoom allows him to participate in PG’s
weekly Trivia group as well.
Do you know this “team player” snow
bird?
If not, turn to page 10.

Monday, April 25, 2:30 PM
Richard Schneider - The Gay &
Lesbian Review
The Gay & Lesbian Review is a bimonthly,
nationally distributed magazine of history,
culture, and politics for LGBT people and
their allies.
As the founder and current editor-in-chief,
Richard will present a history of the
publication and share anecdotes about
some notable contributors including
Edmund White, Andrew Holleran and
Edward Albee. He will also provide insight
into his vision for the future of the
magazine.
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FOOD & DRINK
MEMBERSHIP
MEETING

Sunday, April 3, 2:00 pm
Pride Center, 2040 N. Dixie Highway, 33305 (and via Zoom)
Pot Luck Meal served at the Center after the meeting program.
If you attend at the Center, be sure to bring a dish to share!

DINER LUNCH

Thursday, April 7, 1:00 pm
Egg & You, 2621 N. Federal Hwy, Fort Lauderdale 33306
This is a classic Fort Lauderdale diner. Join us for our rst outing
in 2022. Call or text Doug Kent at 305-495-2978, or e-mail at
dutchwood@att.net to reserve your seat.

FORMAL DINNER

Thursday, April 21, 6:00 pm
Zuckerello’s, 3017 East Commercial Blvd, Fort Lauderdale
33308
See next page for details and reservation form. Send it and your
payment.

UPSCALE LUNCH

Thursday, April 28, 1:00 pm
Rotelli Palm Aire, 163 South Pompano Pkwy (Powerline Rd),
Pompano Beach 33069
Our rst Luncheon of the year will take us to a local Italian
Restaurant, Rotelli’s. This wonderful Italian eatery is famous for it
reasonable prices and great food. Call or text Doug Kent at
305-495-2978 or e-mail him at dutchwood@att.net to reserve a
place at the table.

MIXER

Every Monday, 5:30 pm
Matty’s Bar, & Grill, 2100 Wilton Dr, 33305
Drinks, followed by free hot food
No reservations; just pay for your drink(s).
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APRIL FORMAL DINNER

Zuckerello’s
3017 East Commercial Blvd,
Fort Lauderdale 33308

Thursday, April 21
To CelebratE (WWII) Italian Liberation Day
6:00 pm: Cash bar
(Please arrive by 6:40 pm)
7:00 pm: Dinner

Member: $38
Guest: $43
(Tax & tip included)

Appetizer: House or Ceasar Salad served family style

Fill in your name(s) and ONE choice codes:

Make check payable to
Member _______________________________ Codes :______ Fort Lauderdale Prime
Gentlemen and write
Member _______________________________ Codes :______ ITALIAN in the Memo blank.
Send it with this stub to: Fort
Guest ____________________________ Codes :______ L a u d e r d a l e
Prime
Gentlemen, PO Box 100666,
RESERVATIONS CUT-OFF DATE: By 5 pm, April 16
To cancel or for questions on reservations and payments: Fort Lauderdale, FL 33310
contact Jim Flora, 646-208-8092 or JamesFlora@aol.com or go to: ftlprimegemtlemen.org
and click on Reservations to
To cancel, do so by 5:00 pm on April 20
pay with a credit card.
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rst time in two years, we held our Membership Meeting on March 6!

Ken South

Doug Kent

Henry Penas

Hungry Boys

Zoom Boys
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April’s Birthday Boys

