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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAG

ACTIVITIE
By Dick Huitema

By Henry Penas

It looks like we could still be in 2021-mode
in February. Most of our groups may just
be meeting on Zoom instead of in-person,
thanks to the on-going COVID situation
Our stalwarts, Bowling, Mixer, Tennis and
Walking, will continue and we’ll have a
formal dinner (at Cat sh Deweys; see
page 8). We urge you to participate in
these only if you’re vaccinated, preferably
with a third shot
As this issue “goes to press” (it’s a huge
copier and the internet, not a printing
press, of course), we don’t know if
anything else will be in-person. Check the
Weekly Bulletin email for the latest
information.

MEMBER THOUGHTS “Letters” to the editor

It’s 2022! Hard to believe. In many ways
2021 seems like a blur. It was more of an
extension to 2020 that a stand alone year.
I remember thinking in 2020 that the
pandemic would soon be over and we
could resume life as we knew it. Then in
2021 there were vaccinations available to
everyone. This virus would surely be
behind us. Nope. Here we are in 2022
and infections are on the rise. Millions of
Americans still refuse to wear masks or
get vaccinated. I worry about the fact that
there are still so many Greek letters.
We thought for sure that our meetings at
the Pride Center would begin in January.
Turn to President, Page 3

(Send yours to PGSurfer@icloud.com)
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GENTLEMAN OF THE MONTH Meet a great Prime Gentleman!
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FOOD & DRINK See what’s cookin’ and where to join us for a drink
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

10

Help these guys celebrate

CALENDAR

Check out all the things to do and join in!

11

PHOTOS

See what we’ve been up to (Send your photos to PGSurfer@icloud.com)
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PRIME
GENTLEMEN
A social club of mature men and
those who enjoy their company
To join, go to: FtLPrimeGentlemen.org
and click on: Membership
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PRESIDENT
from page

Everything was all set until the numbers
went up and all kinds of things began to
be cancelled, including our Monthly
Meeting and our luncheons. By the time
you read this we will be at the end of
January and hoping to have an in-person
M e m b e r s h i p M e e t i n g o n S u n d a y,
February 6. Check the Weekly Bulletin
email message to confirm it though!
Hopefully, we will be having in-person
meetings for all of our groups. We’d like to
have hybrid meetings for most of them.
That would allow for members at home,
appearing on Zoom, and members at the
Pride Center and at the Stonewall Library
appearing in person.

When you meet someone new,
try skirting the small talk and
digging a little deepe
•

Amit Kumar Assistant Professor of
Marketing, University of Texas at Austin
•
Michael Kardas Postdoctoral Fellow in
Management and Marketing, Northwestern
University
•
Nicholas Epley John Templeton Keller
Distinguished Service Professor of Behavioral
Science, University of Chicago
From TheConversation.com

Even as the COVID-19 pandemic
persists, there’s hope that life will return to
some level of normalcy in 2022
This includes more opportunities to meet
new people and build friendships, a
process that’s critical for mental and
physical well-being

Over the course of the pandemic, we
discovered that many of our members are
also members of SAGE. For as long as I
have been president, I have wanted to
have joint meetings and events with
SAGE, since we serve the same
demographic. We started joint meetings
with the Round Table Group and the
Monthly Movie. Other Zoom meeting
became de facto joint meetings because
members of both groups attended.
It is my hope that this trend will continue.
If you look at the Weekly Bulletin you will
see the following joint meetings: The
Round Table, The Monday Mixers, The
Men’s Drop in, Co-ed Drop in, History
Group, Collectors’ Group, and coming
soon – the Monthly Movie and Eric
Runyan’s Computer Classes. Oh my, so
much to do!

‘In the Cafe’ (1891) by Belgian artist Jan Moerman. Pierre
Bourgogne/Fine Art Photographic/Getty Images

This does not, however, mean that
everyone will take advantage of these
new chances to connect
Even before fears of a virus compelle
Turn to Meeting, page 9
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MEMBER THOUGHTS
If we hear from you and your message is
selected, it will be posted here. It may be
edited for space and clarity.

Send your thoughts to
PGSurfer@icloud.com
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GENTLEMAN OF THE MONT
By Ken South
In 1953, Dwight D. Eisenhower became
the 34th President of the US and issued
Executive Order 10450 that April which
required all Federal agencies to re those
who met the following criteria: “Any
criminal, infamous, dishonest, immoral, or
notoriously disgraceful conduct, habitual
use of intoxicants to excess, drug
addiction, or sexual perversion” (i,e.,
homosexuals)
The Korean War ended after
three long years and Nikita
Khrushchev was appointed
leader of the Soviet Union.
Queen Elizabeth II took the
throne of England, while Sir
Edmund Hillary and Tenzing
Norgay were the rst to
conquer Mount Everest
Swanson sold its rst "TV
dinner,” folks gathered round
their tiny TV screens to
watch the premiere of the
"Milton Berle Show" and
when fans went to the
cinema, they saw "The Robe,” in
Cinemascope
But on September 10th, in Louisville, KY,
Mr. February appeared, after two older
brothers and before the arrival of another
brother and two sisters. As things turned
out, three of the six siblings were gay or
lesbian!

He attended both elementary and high
school in Louisville, and graduated in
1971. He then spent the next three years
at Bellarmine University, also in Louisville,
but moved to Washington, DC to graduate
with a degree in computer science from
Strayer University in 1975
The following year Mr. F moved to NYC
for a brief time before moving on to
Philadelphia where he
worked at Gimbles
Department Store using his
IT skills. He returned to
Louisville for several years
in the early 80s to work for
a publisher. While still in
Louisville he also had a
contract for IT work with the
US Navy. In 1982 his work
took him back to DC where
he continued to work for
the Navy until 1998 when
he took a position with the
USDA.
He met his rst partner,
Steve, in 1983. They enjoyed the very
lively gay community scene in DC for the
next seven years until Steve’s tragic
death from HIV in 1990. In 1996 he met
his second partner, also named Steve
Turn to Gentleman. next page
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ROUNDTABL

from the previous pag

By Paul McNamara

This month’s session may be held
exclusively on Zoom. Check Henry’s
Weekly Bulletin for the latest information
Monday, February 14, 2:30 P
John Lloyd - My Connection to the
Most Famous Gay Ménage à Trois and
Their Friends
In 1998, John read a book review of
“When We Were Three: The Travel
Albums of George Platt Lynes, Monroe
Wheller and Glenway Westcott 19251935.” The authors had shared in the
most famous ménage à trois in gay
history. John’s acquaintance with
Glenway’s brother led him to start a
twenty- ve year journey of fascinating
research into the lives of these gay men.
John will reveal what he discovered
Monday,February 28, 2:30 P
Lou Wangberg - Five Alarm Fire:
Democracy is Burning Down
Most Americans believe they live in a
healthy democracy based on the oldest
constitution in the world. Lou believes this
is no longer true. He’ll explain how forces
like hidden termites are eating away at
the essence of our democracy and
authoritarianism is creeping into the heart
and soul of our nation. Lou suggests
that it is up to us to be alert and try to put
out the re, but how?

They cherished their time together as
partners for the next eleven years until his
passing in 2007 from a very rare form of
cancer.
Over the years, Mr. F and his partners
truly enjoyed travel. They took in the
sights of Southeast Asia, Europe,
including the Mediterranean, and were
passengers on several cruises.
Mr. F stayed with the USDA until 2006
when he moved back to Louisville to work
for Humana until his retirement in 2010,
when he moved to South Florida. He has
been working part time as an
administrator at All Saints Episcopal
church.
He often vacationed in Fort Lauderdale
over the years and knew several friends
who had already retired here. Some of
them introduced him to Prime Gentleman,
and he enjoys several of the club’s
activities.
Can you gure out who Mr. February is?
If not, nd out on page 9.

I THOUGHT
GETTING OLD
WOULD TAKE
LONGER

.
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FOOD & DRINK
MEMBERSHIP
MEETING

Sunday, February 6, 2:00 pm
Pride Center, 2040 N. Dixie Highway, 33305
MAY BE ONLY ON ZOOM Check Weekly Bulletin
Pot Luck Meal served after the meeting program.
Be sure to bring a dish to share!

DINER LUNCH

There will be no Diner Lunch this month.

FORMAL DINNER

Thursday, February 17, 6:00 pm
Cat sh Deweys, 4003 N Andrews Ave, Oakland Park 33309
See page 8 for details and reservation form. Send it and payment.

UPSCALE LUNCH

There will be no Upscale Lunch this month.

MIXERS

Every Monday, 5:30 pm
Matty’s Bar, & Grill, 2100 Wilton Dr, 33305
Drinks, followed by free hot food
No reservations; just pay for your drink(s).
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FEBRUARY FORMAL DINNER

CATFISH DEWEY
4003 N Andrews Ave, Oakland Park 30009

Thursday, February 1
6:00 pm: Cash ba
(Please arrive by 6:40 pm)
7:00 pm: Dinner

Guest: $4
(Tax & tip included)

Appetizer (choose one):

Fill in your name(s) and THREE choice codes

Make check payable to
Member _______________________________ Codes :_____ Fort Lauderdale Prime
Gentlemen and write
Member _______________________________ Codes :_____ CATFISH in the Memo
blank. Send it with this stub
Guest ____________________________ Codes :______ to: Fort Lauderdale Prime
Gentlemen, PO Box 100666,
RESERVATIONS CUT-OFF DATE: By 5 pm, Feb.1
To cancel or for questions on reservations and payments: Fort Lauderdale, FL 33310
contact Jim Flora, 646-208-8092 or JamesFlora@aol.com or go to: ftlprimegemtlemen.org
and click on Reservations to
To cancel, do so by 5:00 pm on February 16
pay with a credit card.
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most people to stay physically distant, our
research suggests that people were
already keeping too much social distance
from one another
In particular, our forthcoming behavioral
science research suggests that people
tend to be overly pessimistic about how
conversations with new acquaintances
will play out
Across a dozen experiments, participants
consistently underestimated how much they
would enjoy talking with strangers. This
was especially true when we asked them
to have the kinds of substantive conversations that actually foster friendships
Because of these mistaken beliefs, it seems
as though people reach out and connect with
others less often and in less meaningful
ways than they probably should
Moving beyond water cooler tal
People usually only disclose their deepest
disappointments, proudest accomplishments and simmering anxieties to
close friends and family
But our experiments tested the seemingly
radical idea that deep conversations
between strangers can end up being
surprisingly satisfying

moderately happy discussing these topics
with a stranger. But after we prompted
them to actually do so, they reported that
their conversations were less awkward
than they had anticipated. Furthermore,
they felt happier and more connected to
the other person than they had assumed
In other experiments, we asked people to
write down questions they would normally
discuss when rst getting to know
someone – “weird weather we’re having,
isn’t it?” – and then to write down deeper
and more intimate questions than they
normally discuss, like asking whether the
other person was happy with their life
Again, we found that the participants were
especially likely to overestimate how
awkward the ensuing conversations about
the more meaningful topics would be,
while underestimating how happy those
conversations would make them
It turns out that, more often than not,
strangers do want to hear you talk about
more than the weather; they really do
care about your fears, feelings, opinions
and experiences.
MR FEBRUAR

MICHAEL LEE

In several experiments, the participants
rst reported how they expected to feel
after discussing relatively weighty
questions like, “what are you most grateful for in your life?” and “when is the last
time you cried in front of another person?
These participants believed they would
feel somewhat awkward and only
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BIRTHDAYS
Richard Buchanna
Seymour Cassorla
Ted Limbaugh
Carl Orr
Matthew Gill
Brett Warsaw
Lewis Ray Gambrel
Jorge Herrera
Dirk Van Nieuwenhuy
Gary Lawson
Edward Slough
Richard Rooney
Robert Connell
Michael Odell
Arthur Lorch

2/1
2/3
2/3
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/7
2/7
2/10
2/11
2/12
2/12
2/15
2/17

Kenneth Bailey
John Lloyd
James Hopkins
Mark Barron
Stuart Geller
Tom Daniel
Ralph Ferrara
Arthur Donley
Salvatore Masotto
Scott Hawes
Thomas Calcutta
Thomas Sylvia
John Fredricksen
Robert Greene
Lawrence Leach
Donn Rubin

2/17
2/18
2/18
2/20
2/21
2/21
2/22
2/22
2/22
2/23
2/24
2/25
2/25
2/27
2/28
2/28

ANNIVERSARIES
Luis Granada & Carlos Gonzalez
Don Perkins & Wil Niebles
JB Bolinger & Jim Richardson
Sandy Smith & Bill Farrington
Dube Dube & Jay Matthews
Danny Olinger & Lou Heidel

2/22/1977
2/15/2005
2/20/2007
2/19/2010
2/6/2014
2/13/2019

45 year
17 year
15 year
12 year
8 year
3 years
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FEBRUARY 2022 PRIME GENTLEMEN CALENDAR
SUN

6

MON

7

2:00
Members
Meeting
@ Zoom

13

TUE

2

3

10:00
Tennis @ BP*
2:00
Trivial Pursuit
@ Zoom*

11:00
Bowling
@ ML*
1:00
Bowling
@ AL*

10:00
Tennis @ BP*
2:00
Collectors @ SL* & Zoom*

4

8

9

10

10:00
Tennis @ BP*

11:00
Bowling
@ ML*
1:00
Bowling
@ AL*

10:00
Tennis @ BP*

15

16

17

10:00
Tennis @ BP*

11:00
Bowling
@ ML*
1:00
Bowling
@ AL*

10:00
Tennis @ BP*

5:30
Mixer @ MA*
6:00
Mixer @ Zoom*

2:00
History @
Zoom*

18

10:00
Tennis (and/or
Sun.) @ BP*

19
10:00
Tennis (and/or
Sun.) @ BP*

12:30 Board Mtg @Zoom*
2:00
Collectors @ SL* & Zoom*
5:00
Formal Dinner p 8
7:00 Walking @ SC*

22

23

24

10:00
Tennis @ BP*

11:00
Bowling
@ ML*
1:00
Bowling
@ AL*

10:00
Tennis @ BP*

2:00
Trivial Pursuit
@ Zoom*

25
2:00
History @
Zoom*

7:00
Walking @ SC*

28

*LOCATIONS
AL = AMF Margate, 2020 N. State Rd 7 33063
2:30
Roundtable
BP = Brummer Park, 3500 W Palm Aire Dr 33069
@ Zoom
MA = Matty’s, 2100 Wilton Dr 33305
5:30
ML = Manor Lanes, 1517 NE 26th Street, 33305
Mixer @ MA*
PC = Pride Center, 2040 N. Dixie Hwy 33305
6:00
SC = Skolnick Center, 800 SW 36th Ave 33069
Mixer @ Zoom*
SL = Stonewall Library, 1300 Sunrise Blvd 33311

26
10:00
Tennis (and/or
Sun.) @ BP*

Zoom = Online meeting
May be in-person, too.
See the Weekly Bulletin
email for details.

Check Weekly email for changes.

Surfer
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7:00
Walking @ SC*

Attend events if you’re vaccinated and comfortable.

 

5
10:00
Tennis (and/or
Sun.) @ BP*

11

14

2:00
Trivial Pursuit
@ Zoom*

SAT

7:00
Walking @ SC*

2:00
Trivial Pursuit
@ Zoom*

21

FRI

1

5:30
Mixer @ MA*
6:00
Mixer @ Zoom*

27

Thu

5:30
Mixer @ MA*
6:00
Mixer @ Zoom*

2:30
Roundtable
@ Zoom

20

WED

FEBRUARY 2022
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DECEMBER 14 HOLIDAY DINNER
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