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ACTIVITIES 

MIXERS 

By Henry Penas 

 
[Matty’s closed its doors on August 31. 

We’re searching for a new home and 

expect to resume soon.  Watch the weekly 

Bulletin email for updates. -Ed] 
 

When I joined Fort Lauderdale Prime 

Timers (as it was known then), we were 

having our mixers every other week, 

al te rnat ing  between Tropics and 

Scandals. Then Tropics was sold. The 

new owner wanted to put us in the patio 

bar because his boyfriend was a drag 

performer and he needed the bar for his 

performances. The patio bar was outside 

and very hot  f rom  June th rou gh   

 
Turn to ACTIVITIES, Page 3 

PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 
By Henry Penas 

 

 
The Hall of Fame section of our webpage 

is a living history of over 145 of our 

current and past members. This message 

is sort of a scavenger hunt. 

Did you know that we have a member 

who won the Open Jumper Stakes at the 

Ohio State Fair in 1966 on a horse named 

Applejack? 

That one of our members was the 

principle bassoonist in the Buffalo 

Philharmonic Orchestra? 

Or that one member was a professional 

Roller Derby star. Another was a pro 

tennis player. 

 

Turn to PRESIDENT, Page 3 
 

 

 
 

MEMBER THOUGHTS “Letters” to the editor (Send yours to PGSurfer@icloud.com) 3 

GENTLEMAN OF THE MONTH Meet a great Prime Gentleman! 5 

FOOD & DRINK See what’s cookin’ and where to join us for a drink 7 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES Help these guys celebrate 10 

CALENDAR Check out all the things to do and join in! 11 

PHOTOS See what we’ve been up to (Send your photos to PGSurfer@icloud.com) 12 
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PRIME 

GENTLEMEN 
 

 

To join, go to:   FtLPrimeGentlemen.org 

and click on: Membership 

BOARD MEMBERS 

PRESIDENT 

Henry Penas 
(954) 971-6514 
HPenas@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Ken South 
(301) 461-4516 
southy2222@gmail.com 
TREASURER 

Paul McNamara 
(561) 254-9622 
polmac@aol.com 

SECRETARY 

Lou Wangberg 
(954) 295-0236 
Wangberg@gmail.com 

Jim Flora 
(646) 208-8092 
JamesFlora@aol.com 

 

Ron Grassullo 
(516) 670-7799 
ronsullo@aol.com 

 
Stew Pepper 
(954) 532-5451 
flpt@comcast.net 

Carl Hill 
(954) 557-7794 
HillC155@gmail.com 

 
Dick Huitema 
(773) 782-1608 
DHuitema@mac.com 

 

Special Advisor and 

Board Member Emeritus 

Richard Lefebvre 

 

Treasurer Emeritus 

Mike Trask 

A social club of mature men and 

those who enjoy their company 
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ACTIVITIES 
from page 1 

 
 

September, so we politely declined and 

started going to Scandals every Tuesday. 

Scandals did not offer us food so we 

decided to buy pizzas. Originally, we 

bought them from the now-extinct Fort 

Lauderdale Pizza and Pasta Restaurant. 

Some members didn’t like their pizza and 

complained, so we switched to Jets Pizza. 

One of us ordered the pies and they were 

delivered to Scandals. 

If you attended the mixers at Scandals at 

that time you would remember Moose 

Lalo running rough-shod over the pizza. 

He only opened one pizza box at a time 

and he glared at you until you put a dollar 

in the tip jar. 

The tips were for Bubba, a bartender. He 

or his mother cooked an Italian dish to go 

with the pizza at his own expense. 

We eventually realized we were spending 

over $4000 a year on pizza and we left. 

Back to Tropics we went. Its new owners 

prov i ded  food!  W e had a good 

relationship for a number of years until 

they sold it and the new owners weren’t 

interested. 

Matty’s came to our rescue. Its owners 

reached out to us! They seemed 

genuinely happy to have us. They 

provided food, raised the lighting and 

lowered the music. It has been a very 

positive partnership. Now that they’ve 

had to close the bar, we wish them well. 

Here we are again, on the hunt for a new 

place to have our mixers. As we have in 

the past, we will prevail! 

PRESIDENT 
from page 1 

 
 

We have among us the Lieutenant 

Governor of the great state of Minnesota. 

We also have the distinction of having 

three retired ordained Episcopal priests 

as members (that I know of), plus a 

current SFGN columnist, an actor who 

appeared in countless movies and TV 

shows, and a courtroom artist in many 

movies. 

One member was the only person in the 

world (at over 350 pounds) to escape 

from a “straight jacket” while being 

suspended by his ankles from a hot air 

balloon that was 300 feet off the ground. 

He later become one of 31 authorized 

“Bozo the Clown” portrayers. 

That’s just a smattering of the more 

unusual occupations of our members. 

We represent just about every profession, 

and have fascinating hobbies. 

Our stories include first gay experiences, 

marriages and more. Each one is unique 

and interesting. Please take the time to 

read them ( here).  You won’t  be 

disappointed. You never know which 

member has something in common with 

you. 

If you would like to join their ranks in the 

Hall of Fame, please let me know. 

See if you can identify all of the members 

cited above. If you do, send me the 

results and you will receive a free 

subscription to the hard copy of the Surfer 

each month. 
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MOVIE 

By Ed Slough 
 
 
 
 

The next Prime Gentlemen/SAGE Monthly 
Movie will be “The Power of the Dog,” a 
film about hiding, on Friday, October 28 
at 1:30 PM in the Pride Center’s Main 
Hall. [Not the usual third Friday. -Ed] 

Benedict Cumberbatch plays Phil 
Burbank, a repressed gay man, who 
hides himself under a cloak of dirt and 
masculine posturing as a charismatic 
rancher who inspires fear and awe in 
those around him. 

When his brother brings home a new wife 
and her son, Phil torments them until he 
finds himself exposed to the possibility of 
love. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It received 12 Oscar nominations in 2021. 

Free popcorn and soda will be served. 

 
 

 
 

 

Honey 

never 

spoils 
 
 

 

When honey is heated, 

strained and sealed 

properly, it will not be 

able to absorb moisture 

and therefore will stay as 

it is forever. The oldest 

jar of honey ever found is stated to 

be over 5500 years old today. 
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All of this took place in the same eventful 

year of 1973: The United States ended its 

involvement in the Vietnam War, the US 

Supreme Court  made abort ion  a 

constitutional right by ruling on Roe v. 

Wade, Vice President Spiro Agnew 

resigned facing charges of tax evasion, 

the Senate Watergate hearings began, 

and President Nixon told the nation, “I am 

not a crook.” 

In 1973 Brazil, General Emílio Garrastazu 

Médici was President. His regime of 

repression came amid a period of 

explosive economic growth, the largest of 

a n y B r a z i l i a n 

President. 

O n D e c e m b e r 

9th, in Osasco, 

Brazil, a muni- 

cipality  of Sao 

P a u l o ,    M r . 

O c t o b e r w a s 

born third in his 

family with an 

older brother and 

s i s t e r a n d a 

younger brother. 

Sadly, his older 

brother has now 

passed on. 

Mr. O spent his 

elementary school 

years in Osasco and graduated from an 

Osasco high school in 1991. 

Then he decided to attend a Tourism 

College to obtain a tourism license. 

Fulfilling a career in the hospitality 

business, Mr. O worked at various 

positions in hotels in Sao Paulo and Rio 

de Janeiro in Brazil, where Portuguese is 

spoken, and Buenos Aires, Argentina, 

where he taught himself Spanish. 

In 2014 Mr. O followed a dream and went 

to Palm Springs, California to check on 

the gay community there, especially the 

senior gay community. But after a month 

he decided, Fort Lauderdale would be a 

better fit. 

He started out at the Fort Lauderdale 

Hilton Marina as a bellman, but was 

rapidly  promoted  to   several  other 

p o s i t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g s e r v i n g a s 

Housekeeping  Supervisor.  He then 

m o v e d t o t h e A I D S H e a l t h c a r e 

Foundation (AHF) where he spent the 

next two years as Office Administrator. 

During the COVID epidemic he sought 

and received a license to become an 

insurance agent. 

He currently works in that capacity which 

includes helping seniors with their 

Medicare Advantage Insurance policies. 

Mr. O has been out and supported by his 

family since his high school years. A 

friend named Robert Miller who was 

rather active in Prime Gentlemen introduced 

 

Turn to Gentleman on the next page 

GENTLEMAN OF THE MONTH 

By Ken South 
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GENTLEMAN 
from the previous page 

 

 

Mr. O to our organization. His first activity 

with his new crew was bowling. Only half 

a year after moving to Fort Lauderdale, he 

met his husband, Joe while visiting 

Tropics. They have since established a 

strong circle of PG friends. Mr. O also 

enjoys Disc Golf, to the degree that he 

h a s e n t e r e d s e v e r a l D i s c G o l f 

tournaments! 

“Hint:” If you attended the our August 

Membership Meeting, you have a clue as 

to who our Man of the Month is! 

If not, see page 9. 
 

 

 

(None received this month…. again!) 
 

[Maybe you have a super idea or want to 

thank someone for the great thing(s) he, 

she or they did recently. Share it! -Ed.] 

Send your thoughts: PGSurfer@icloud.com 

 
ROUNDTABLE 

By Paul McNamara 
 
 
 

Prime Gentlemen/SAGE Roundtable 
discussions are held at the Pride Center 
in Room 206 and broadcast on Zoom at 
the SAGE dedicated link (here). Join 
these vibrant conversations! 

Monday, October 10, 2:30 PM 

Avani Vijayalakshmi-Ramanathan - 
The Gender Bread Model 
Society often confuses gender identity, 
sexual orientation, biological makeup and 
gender expression. The gender bread 
model is a visual representation of what 
these various forms of human identity 
mean and how they differ and intersect 
with each other. Avani’s presentation will 
delve deeper into the meaning of these 
terms and how they are applied. 
Participants will be able to understand 
how their own identity is complex, unique, 
and diverse. 

Monday, October 24, 2:30 PM 

Michael Vita - Are ‘Gayborhoods’ 
Losing LGBTQ Residents? 
As an unexpected byproduct of the 
success of the gay rights movement, gay 
people are moving out of traditional gay 
neighborhoods and settling in other areas 
where they are now accepted. When gay 
people no longer live in geographic 
concentrations, they may lose political 
power. Michael’s presentation will explore 
some of the possible consequences of 
these changes. 

MEMBER THOUGHTS 

mailto:PGSurfer@icloud.com


Surfer OCTOBER 2022 7  

FOOD & DRINK 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING 

Sunday, October 2, 2:00 pm 

Pride Center, 2040 N. Dixie Highway, Wilton Manors 

and via Zoom 

Pot Luck Meal served at the Center after the meeting program. 
If you attend at the Center, be sure to bring a dish to share! 

 

DINER LUNCH Thursday, October 13, 1:00 pm 
Lester’s Diner, 250 W. State Road 84, Fort Lauderdale 

From its classic diner menu and its 1950’s decoration, this place 

is the ultimate roadside diner. Plan to join us and remember to 

call or text Doug Kent at 305-495-2978 or e-mail him at 

dutchwood@att.net to insure your place. 
 

DINNER Thursday, October 20, 5:30 pm 
Ambry German Restaurant, 3016 E. Commercial Blvd., 

Fort Lauderdale 
See next page for the menu, and instructions for making your 
reservation and paying with a check or credit card. 

UPSCALE LUNCH 
and OUTING 

Thursday, October 27, 11:00 am 

Catch the Water Taxi at Double Tree Hotel, 2670 E Sunrise 
Blvd., Fort Lauderdale. We’ll take it to 15th Street Fisheries, 
1900 SE 15th Street for lunch. Afterwards, you can either ride 
the taxi to Margaritaville in Hollywood, return to the Double Tree 

hotel or continue to ride the water taxi for the remainder of the 
day, stopping wherever you choose. A word of caution. If you 
have any mobility issues, be aware that loading onto or from the 
water taxi will be challenging. 

Mark your calendar now and call or text Doug Kent at 305-495- 
2978 or email him at dutchwood@att.net to reserve your place. 

 

MIXER Our former host bar has closed but we’re searching for a 
new one. Watch for updates in the weekly Bulletin email. 

mailto:dutchwood@att.net
mailto:dutchwood@att.net
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OCTOBER DINNER 

Ambry German Restaurant 
3016 East Commercial Boulevard 

Fort Lauderdale 33308 

Thursday, October 20 
5:30 pm Cash Bar 

(Please arrive by 6:10 pm) 

6:30 pm Dinner 

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
 
 

 

Entree (Enter one code on stub below and pay price shown.  Price 
includes appetizer, entree, dessert, soft drink, tax and tip.): 

E1 Beef Rouladen This sliced beef wrapped around a bacon, onion, 

These prices are 
underwritten by 

Prime Gentlemen 

mustard & pickle dressing spaetzle and red cabbage $30 

E2 Bayrische Schmankerplatte Bratwurst, knockwurst and 

roast pork with sauerkraut and home fried potatoes $28 

E3 Bayrische Bauernplatte Grilled smoked pork chop and bratwurst 

over sauerkraut, served with home fried potatoes $28 

E4 Sauerbraten Marinated beef roast with sweet-sour gravy, served 

with homemade spaetzle and red cabbage $26 

Dessert: Apple Strudel 

Beverage:  Ice Water, Coffee, Iced Tea or Soft Drink 
 
 

 

Fill in your name(s) and ONE choice code: 

Member                                          Code:    Member                                              

Code:  ____________________________   Guest

 _________________________________ Code:   

RESERVATIONS CUT-OFF DATE: By 5 pm, October 15 

To cancel or for questions on reservations and payments: 

contact Paul McNamara at 561-254-9622 or polmac@aol.com 

To cancel, do so by 5:00 pm on October 19 

Make  check payable to 

Fort Lauderdale  Prime 

Gent lemen a n d  w r i t e 

AMBRY in the Memo blank. 

Send it with this stub to: Fort 

L a u d e r d a l e P r i m e 

Gentlemen, PO Box 100666, 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33310 

or go to: ftlprimegemtlemen.org 

and click on Reservations to 

pay with a credit card. 

mailto:polmac@aol.com
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Donald Witz 
June 5, 1937 - August 9, 2022 

 

D o n a l d L e w i s W i t z d i e d 
Tuesday in Holy Cross Hospital 
while recovering f rom his 
second bout of COVID. He was 
85. 

Don was born in Washington, 
DC and graduated from George 

Washington University in 1958 
with a degree in accounting. 

In 1974, Don met 27 year-old 
Yookang Kim in a DC gay bar. In 1990, 
Don retired from the General Services 
Administration after 30 years of service 
and they moved to Ft Lauderdale. They 
married in a civil ceremony in San 
Diego, CA when same-sex marriage 

became legal there. 

Then, in 2014, Don became 
gravely ill and was given a 
diagnosis of only days to live. 
Yookang, brought him back to 
Ft Lauderdale and spent a 
year nursing Don back to 
health where he enjoyed 
another eight wonderful years. 

Don is survived by Yookang, 
brother and sister-in-law John and Pat, 
and dear friend Anthony Koval. 

Don was cremated. 

A Celebration of Life will be held at a 
later date. 

 
 

  

 

MR OCTOBER 

SEBASTIAN BARBOSA 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

 
Albert Abdessemed 

 
10/6 

 

Joseph LaValle 
 

10/18 

Richard Landry 10/6 Anthony Kulp 10/19 

Randy Turner 10/7 Zheni Zhang 10/19 

Timothy McAvoy 10/7 Herbert Diamond 10/20 

Nicholas Pappas 10/9 Sidney Goldenberg 10/21 

Michael Martin 10/9 Tony Koval 10/21 

Alan Miller 10/11 John Alcacer 10/22 

Asa Ratliff 10/11 Bruce Parrish 10/22 

Bruce Vinion 10/13 David Brackett 10/23 

Bill Williams 10/13 Peter Laurendine 10/24 

Gregory Gardiner 10/13   

Tom Lepore 10/15 James Hance 10/27 

Wayne Mitteer 10/15 Eugene Avrett 10/28 

Dudley de Give 10/16 Howard Angel 10/30 

Philip Bagley 10/17 Carlton Burgess 10/30 

  Andrew Langley 10/31 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Larry Prasse & Ken Crush 10/2/1979 43 years 

Brian McCarthy & Ron Bass 10/28/200 17 years 

John Lloyd & Andrew Cheng 10/20/200 14 years 

Herbert Diamond & John Ring 10/18/201 9 years 
 



Surfer OCTOBER 2022 11  

OCTBER 2022 PRIME GENTLEMEN CALENDAR 
⚭ - Indicates a Joint PG/SAGE event 

SUN MON TUE WED Thu FRI SAT 

*LOCATIONS 
AL = AMF Margate, 2020 N. State Rd 7 33063 

BP = Brummer Park, 3500 W Palm Aire Dr 33069 

ML = Manor Lanes, 1517 NE 26th Street, 33305 

PC = Pride Ctr, 2040 N. Dixie Hwy 33305 

 
SC = Skolnick Ctr, 800 SW 36th Ave 33069 

SL = Stonewall Lib, 1300 Sunrise Blvd 33311 
TR = Tropics Bar & Grill, 2000 Wilton Dr 33305 

Zoom = See email Weekly Bulletin for link. 

 
1 

2 
9:00 
Tennis @ BP* 

2:00 

Membership 
Meeting 
@ PC & Zoom* 

3 

 
 

 
6:00 

Mixer⚭ 
@Zoom* 

4 
9:00 
Tennis @ BP* 

2:00 
Trivial Pursuit 

⚭@ Zoom* 

 
6 
9:00 
Tennis @ BP* 
2:00 

Collectors @ SL & Zoom* 
Computer Class @ PC* 
3:00 

Drop-In⚭ @Zoom* 

7:00 

Walking @ SC* 

7 8 

9 
9:00 
Tennis @ BP* 

10 
2:00 
Roundtable 
@ PC & 
Zoom* 

 
6:00 

Mixer⚭ 
@Zoom* 

11 
9:00 
Tennis @ BP* 

2:00 
Trivial Pursuit 

⚭@ Zoom* 

12 
11:00 
Bowling @ ML* 
1:00 
Bowling @ AL* 

Drop In⚭@Zoom* 

13 
9:00 
Tennis @ BP* 
1:00 
Diner Lunch p 7 
3:00 

Drop-In⚭ @Zoom* 

7:00 
Walking @ SC* 

14 

 

2:00 
History 
@ PC 
& Zoom* 

15 

16 
9:00 
Tennis @ BP* 

17 

 

 
6:00 

Mixer⚭ 
@Zoom* 

18 
9:00 
Tennis @ BP* 

2:00 
Trivial Pursuit 

⚭@ Zoom* 

19 
11:00 
Bowling @ ML* 
1:00 
Bowling @ AL* 

Drop In⚭@Zoom* 

20 
9:00 
Tennis @ BP* 

12:30 Board Mtg @Zoom* 

3:00 
Drop-In⚭ @Zoom* 
5:30 
Dinner p 8 
7:00 
Walking @ SC* 

21 22 

23 
9:00 
Tennis @ BP* 

24 
2:00 
Roundtable 
@ PC & 
Zoom* 
6:00 

Mixer⚭ 
@Zoo 

25 
9:00 
Tennis @ BP* 

2:00 
Trivial Pursuit 

⚭@ Zoom* 

26 
11:00 
Bowling @ ML* 
1:00 
Bowling @ AL* 

Drop In⚭@Zoom* 

27 
9:00 
Tennis @ BP* 
1:00 
Upscale Lunch, p 7 
3:00 

Drop-In⚭ @Zoom* 
7:00 
Walking @ SC* 

28 
1:30 

Movie ⚭ 
@ PC p 4 

2:00 
History 
@ PC 
& Zoom* 

29 

30 31 
6:00 

Mixer⚭ 
@Zoom 

 
PLEASE 

In-perso 

Zoo 

NOTE…. 

n Mixer: See weekly Bulletin email. 

m Mixer: Still on Mondays. 
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RECENT PRIME GENTLEMAN DINNERS 
 
 
 
 

Join us for this 
month’s dinner! 

See page 8 
 
 
 

 

IRISH 
PUB 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

KEN SOUTH 

organizes our 
dinners 

 

CASA 
FRIDA 

 
 
 
 
 

BONEFISH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CATFISH 
DEWEY’ 
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